
 

 

Reader Spotlight 

 

The Power of Now by     

Eckhart Tolle 

“This book changed my life. It’s 

about being present in our lives 

each moment and accepting 

what is. It’s the clearest writing 

on this subject I’ve come across. 

I’ve read it 20 times, and it’s 

fresh and insightful every time.” 

Master and Commander 

series by Patrick O’Brien 

“Historical fiction set during the 

Napoleonic wars in England 

chronicles the friendship 

between a naval captain and 

his ship’s surgeon. Great 

adventure, psychology, 

suspense, and good history. 

The events in the books literally 

span the globe.” 

Dalva by Jim Harrison 

“A remarkable portrait of three 

unique women. Dalva searches 

for her son that was given up for 

adoption when she was 15, 

tracing back to her family, her 

half-Sioux lover, and a pioneer 

ancestor whose journals recount 

the bloody annihilation of the 

Plains Indians.” 

The Forsyte Saga by            

John Galsworthy 

“Series of novels published in 

the early 1900s by a Nobel 

Prize-winning author. 

Chronicles three generations of 

an upper-middle-class English 

family. Main themes are duty 

versus desire, generations, and 

change. Adapted twice for 

television by PBS.” 

Gilead by Marilyn Robinson 

“This is the first in a trilogy, an 

exquisite suite of three novels. 

Set in conservative rural Iowa in 

the early 1950s, the book 

explores race and prejudice and 

the obligations of religious belief 

in a society where social justice is 

not guaranteed. Perceptive, 

heartbreaking.” 

Life After Life by Kate Atkinson 

“Multiple versions of a single life, 

that of Ursula Todd, born in 1910, 

Its structure repeatedly loops back 

in time to offer alternate lives. She 

lives through two world wars, and I 

felt that I really ‘got’ the trauma of 

living through London during the 

Blitz. Gorgeous writing.” 

Hanta Yo by Ruth Beebe Hill 

“An epic tale of the end of the free 

Sioux in this country, the book 

takes you to a world few have 

seen or experienced. The text was 

translated to the Lakota language 

and back into English. It’s sad and 

uplifting and highly engrossing. 

Reading it, I feel like I’ve had a 

past life as a Lakota Indian.” 

Welcome to the monthly 

installment of Reader 

Spotlight—in which we 

ask a library patron to 

tell us about their        

favorite books! 


